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REPORT

OF THE 12" BLACK SEA SEARCH AND RESCUE CONFERENCE

12 — 13 October 2015, Istanbul (Turkiye)

Background

1. One of the objectives of the Agreement on Cooperation Regarding Maritime Search and Rescue
Services among Black Sea Coastal States, 1998, Ankara, Turkey (hereinafter referred to as the Ankara
Agreement) is to promote cooperation and share information, best practice and experiences among
Parties thereto in order to provide effective operative coordination of the Search and Rescue (SAR)
Services in the Black Sea area. Within this framework, Turkey hosted the 12" Black Sea SAR
Conference between 12 and 13 October 2015.

Conference Participants

2. The 12" Black Sea SAR Conference was attended by representatives of the competent authorities
from Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Turkey and Ukraine. The Russian Federation delegation was not
present. An official e-mail was received by the Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre (MRCC)
Novorossiysk, informing that the Russian delegate would not be able to attend the meeting due to
health problems. Capt. Osamu Marumoto [(Technical Officer (NAV), Operational Safety and Human
Element, Maritime Safety Division)] was invited as representative of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) and attended the Conference. Representatives of various authorities and
institutions from the host country (Turkey) who involved to a certain extent in the SAR activities, was
also attended as observers.



3. The list of participants, including observers to the Conference is attached as Annex 1

Welcome address

4. The Conference was opened by a welcome speech on behalf of the Ministry of Transport,

Maritime Affairs and Communications of the Republic of Turkey, delivered by a NJ | | 0 I NJ 5 dzN.
AYTA Birector General of the Coastal Safety General Directoratetressed upon the Conference

objective to successful and productive meeting on the challenges presented by SAR activities in the

Black Sea region with the main purpose of improving the cooperation on maritime safety and sustain

the established well-structured coordination amongst the Black Sea Coastal States. He, as the host of

the conference place, wished great pleasure to the distinguished participants during their time in one

of the wonderful cities in the world, istanbul.

5. Captain (CG)Yavuz GECIM, Commander of Coast Guard Marmara and the Straits Regional
Commandalso welcomed the participants at the 12" BS SAR Conference and touched upon the
search and rescue activities related with unsafe mix migration by sea. He stressed out that Turkish
Coast Guard Command assets had saved over 30.000 lives in this year having an increase of 200% as
compared to last year. He emphasized on the vital role of cooperation and coordination on search

and rescue activities and told that Black Sea SAR Conference meetings provide a great opportunity to
contribute such cooperation. He finalised his words by stating that Black Sea was one of the safest

seas in the world within the spirit of this cooperation.

6. The Conference was chaired by Capt. Serdar SiPAL, SAR Duty Chief of Main Search and Rescue
Coordination Center, Ankara (MSRCC Ankara). He welcomed the Conference attendees and after a
brief introduction speech, he has given place to the distinguished delegations to introduce
themselves.

Approval of the Agenda

7. The Conference Agenda was introduced by the Chairman and approved. The delegates agreed
upon the timetable.



8. The Chairman kindly invited the distinguished delegates to proceed through the items of the
adopted agenda time line and start to deliver their presentations following the order stated therein
and opened the floor for comments in relation to his proposal.

Conference Proceedings

9. The Conference proceeded according to the adopted Agenda and followed the timetable attached
as Annex 2

Agenda item 2: SAR Facilities and Capabilities/SAR Statistics/False Alert Statistics

10. Delegates gave an overview of the false alerts received in their SAR area which were covered by
their Country Status Reports.

11. Delegates expressed their views on that issue, highlighting the significance of the information
exchange related to false alerts in the Black Sea region with the purpose of reducing the number of
such false alerts in the future.

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN:

Notes have been taken from presented information.

Agenda item 3: Country Status Reports

12. Delegates presented their current Status Reports to the attention of the Conference to exchange
their views and considerations. Special attention was drawn to the SAR capabilities of Ukraine due to
the changed political situation in the Northern part of the Black Sea. Ukrainian representative stated
that Ukraine MRCC has lost control over Crimea, they couldn’t use actually resources of sub centre of
Sevastopol and Kerch. Representative clarified the situation that they had good cooperation when in
emergency case with sub centers and including MRCC Novorossiysk as well. Representative clarified
the another situation that why the Ukraine had decided to receive 406 Mhz. alerts from Turkey MCC
on the Cospas-Sarsat system was because the alerts distributed automatically were based on
computer system and he stated also that after the changes, all the 406 Mhz. alert in the Ukrainian



SRR had been received successfully. He stated that Ukraine MRCC wanted actually to improve
cooperation with neighbouring states in respect of the SAR activities however, there was no any
agreement with regarding on SAR responsibility areas between Romania and Ukraine, they had only
one agreement between Russian Federation and Ukraine but that agreement had not been working
actually.

13. Mr Adrian Alexe from the Romanian delegation expressed his concerns about the lack of clarity
who is responsible for coordination near the borders area, Capt. Anatolii DROZD from Ukrainian
delegation clarified the situation and stated that MRCC Ukraine, Odessa is responsible for the
coordination in Ukraine SRR with regard to Search and Rescue cases.

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN:

Notes were taken of the information presented and adding this issue in the Agenda for the next
Conference meeting was considered.

Agenda item 4: SAR offshore operations in the Black Sea

14. Mr Adrian Alexe from the Romanian delegation stated that an issue arisen in regarding with a
new challenge for the Black Sea region, this challenge can be named the offshore activities and
related SAR operations in case of need. He emphasized that the cooperation among MRCCs around
the Black Sea should be strengthen with the purpose of rendering assistance to the offshore
company crew in distress. Moreover, he emphasized that bilateral agreement between MRCC and
aeronautical SAR centres should also be initiated. Mr Adrian Alexe pointed out that there is a need a
procedure on notification of MRCCs regarding the schedule of rigs’ crew change and the use of
helicopters or maritime vessels to be established. The question raised that who is responsible
authority to take the lead of SAR cooperation activities outside this area. Furthermore, Mr Adrian
Alexe suggested Maritime Administrations, on behalf of their States, to try to solve this situation
because of the big gap with respect of coordination when it needs in emergency situation. He stated
that not only Maritime side but also in Aviation side, governmental authorities should implement
their SAR plans including that type of incidents.

15. Capt. DROZD from Ukrainian delegation stated that due to the current situation, MRCC
Simferopol does not service anymore in Ukrainian waters. Therefore, Odessa Information Center is
responsible for flight information services. It was asked by Mr Adrian Alexe from the Romanian
delegation that who is the responsible in the area for coordination, Capt. Anatolii DROZD from



Ukrainian delegation has stated again MRCC Odessa is responsible body of the mentioned area for
coordination.

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN:

Notes have been taken from information presented.

Agenda item 5: SAR Data Provider/ SAR Co-operation Index for Passenger Ships/ Plan for Co-
operation between SAR Services and Passenger Ships (according to the SOLAS Regulation V/7.3
and IMO MSC/Circ. 1079). Country Passenger Exercises Report/ Mass Rescue Operations (MRO)

16. Delegates delivered detailed presentations on the Plans for Co-operation between their SAR
Services and Passenger vessels, the relevant statistics included.

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN:

Notes have been taken from presented information.

Agenda item 6: BS MRCC WEB Portal

17. The delegation from Georgia informed the audience about the development of the Black Sea SAR
dedicated Internet portal, created by Georgia and aimed to aggregate all the necessary information,
related to SAR activities in the region, namely MRCCs and MRSCs contacts, charts displaying national
or regional SAR exercises, statistics, false alerts information, SAR training courses, BS SAR Conference
materials, etc. Mr. Gegeneva the delegation from Georgia informed the audience about Black Sea
WEB Internet portal links such as IMO, Black Sea Commissions, international conventions and e-



books like SOLAS, MARPOL, IAMSAR Manual, SAR circulars, Navtex Manuals, International Code of
Signals, Merchant Ships SAR Manual, GMDSS Circulars and Ankara Agreement also. Finally, Mr
Gegeneva gave information about SAR training courses information in the WEB Portal.

18. The Bulgarian delegation made three statement and one declaration. Firstly he stressed upon
because of the BS web portal annual fees, some financial problems occurring as to pay some tax and
taking invoice of this fees. Second case is, when they wanted to look at Black Sea Conferences on the
Black SEA web portal then it has occurred some difficulties to see related links and finally stated that,
they wanted to see firstly SAR documents in the BS web portal. He said that these documents are
most important materials of the BS Sea SAR Conferences. One declaration was made by Mr. Bonev
from Bulgarian delegation, about the changes on main e-mail address of MRCC Varna. The old
address mrcc@marad.bg would be not used anymore, instead of mrcc@marad.bg, mrcc@varna.bg
will be used henceforward.

19. Mr Adrian Alexe from the Romanian delegation stated that in addition to support Bulgarian
delegations, his proposal was about the SAR reports. He stated that all SAR reports are the most
importing issues of these conferences. They should be submitted by littoral states and Georgia as a
admin of web portal, should update this documents after the BS SAR Conferences. Another proposal
was about working groups. He stated that it had been established two working groups, one of them
is related SAR issues, and the other on is related Communication matters. He stressed upon there
was no any developments after the establishment of these working group. He stated that if BS SAR
conferences will continue like this, then it would be like a video conferences. Finally he proposed that
all littoral states should submit their SAR reports after the conferences as to useful ways to analyse
SAR incidents, to exchange knowledge’s and sharing experiences of all participants.

20. Mr Bahaddin Demirel from Turkish delegation stated that according to last BS SAR Conference
Report, the host country of Conference would pay the web portal fee. Turkiye has paid web portal
fee already as a host country in this year. Mr. Demirel added one proposal regarding the documents,
he stated that it is necessity to download and upload options for documents in the web portal.

21. Georgian delegation informed the audience, all requests and all proposals regarding with BS web
portal will be included BS web portal in a few months. He also declared that it will be added a video
conference attribute to BS MRCC web portal in a short time. He stressed on that new attributes will
declared to all participants officially when the works on the web portal were finished.

22. IMO representative Mr. Marumoto, stated that BS web portal has a good development and has a
useful documents but they needs to be updated. As an IMO observer, he reminded that some of the


mailto:mrcc@varna.bg

IMO publications which has a copyright and these type documents like a SOLAS convention dated
2004 has to be reconsidering before uploads to the web portal.

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN:

It will be proceeded with the BS MRCC WEB Portal development (video conference feature, uploads
and downloads feature will be added) and all information’s will be kept updated. Formerly uploaded
documents and photos will be scanned and the documents which have a copyright restriction are
going to be cleaned from the BS MRCC Web portal or they re-download after courtesy of the IMO.

Agenda item 7, 8: IMO Update, Recent development at IMO

Training in the Black Sea, Sharing of experiences

23. IMO representative Mr Marumoto gave information about the outcomes of the NCSR Sub-
committee. He reminded the responsibilities of the parties of the SOLAS Convention regarding the
operational plans and arrangements. He especially emphasized that the establishment of the SAR
plan and arrangements should be carried out in light of the related convention. All parties of this
convention has declared and signed up to make necessary SAR Plan and arrangements in accordance
with the Ankara Agreement. This Convention has submitted to the IMO Secretariat and it is a
supplement of International Convention of Search and Rescue. It is a good example for all the IMO
Member States which was published on the SAR Circ. 6.45 and can be downloaded at IMO web sites
(docs.imo.org).

In respect of the SAR trainings, IMO conducted these type of courses in 2012, 2013 and 2014.
Different type of courses has been delivered on SAR Mission, SAR Administration and On Scene
Coordinator’s. Mr Marumoto reminded that Black Sea Littoral States have participated and trained
by IMQ’s aforementioned courses and he informed that there will not be any plan to organize SAR
training course according to the decision of the last session of Technical Cooperation Committee. He
stated that if there will be a need to organize SAR training, every country should arrange with their
own human resources and if they could not arrange, other Black Sea Littoral States who are more
experienced on SAR issues or experts that works in SAR departments can organize these type of SAR
training courses. He has reminded also, the key word in this context was “Co-operation”.



Mr. Marumoto stated another issue which should be taken into consideration is regional SAR Plan.
Although some littoral States has bilateral agreement between each other according to Ankara
Agreement, there is still no such a regional SAR plan with each party involved in. He recommended to
establish a regional SAR Plan and to add this plan as Annex of Ankara Agreement.

24. Mr Marumoto wanted to back to Agenda Item 7 and stated, maybe SAR training term could be
change as a “regional training”. He declared that it needs to be reconsidering re-name of training
courses.

25. Capt. Anatolii Drozd from the Ukrainian delegation stated that they have only agreement
between Russian Federation, however this agreement couldn’t work actually. He has stressed that
they are fully agree and support international and regional SAR conventions and they think all
delegations present at this conference recognise SAR conventions and follow it, but Russian
Federation did not follow their obligations which are based on the bilateral agreement between
Ukraine and Russian Federation. Finally, Capt. Anatolii Drozd requested that Russian documents
should not be taken into account in officially because of the Russian delegation was not present at
the conference and documents or presentations were not submitted during the conference.

26. Chairman stated that Russian Federation submitted their documents before the Conference
starts. Thus, Chairman opened debate to get opinion of Delegates presented in the conference
regarding Russian Federation’s documents to accept as an official documents or not.

27. Capt. Anatolii Drozd from the Ukrainian delegation stressed again they couldn’t take into account
Russian documents as an official documents.

28. Chairman summarized that he had requested all documents from participating countries before
the Conference starts, and Russian Federation submitted some documents prior to the 12. BS SAR
Conference starts.

29. Mr Bahaddin Demirel from Turkish delegations supported IMO Observer’s proposal about on
Multinational SAR convention, Regional SAR training, Exercises and reciprocal visits. He declared that
Turkey wants to put in plan in next meeting and invited to delegates that consider on this proposal.



30. Georgian delegation informed the audience, they couldn’t upload Russian Federation’s
documents to the web Portal that they have no idea what kind of information in them.

31. Mr. Alexe from the Romanian delegation stated that it is very clearly that is shouldn’t put Russian
Federation’s documents in the web portal because they weren’t submitted in the plenary.

32. Bulgarian delegation stated that Russian Federation’s documents can be distributed unofficially
but anyway they couldn’t officially take into account Russian Federation’s documents.

33. Chairman wanted to clear the situation on saying that he has Russian Federation documents
already, he thought that he wanted to give these documents Georgian delegations to upload the
documents web portal. Finally for the clarification of this situation he has given words to Turkish
delegation.

34. Capt. Drozd from the Ukrainian delegation declared that exempt from Turkey’s statement other
participants accepted Russian documents were not submitted in the Conference and should not be
taken into account in this conference. He stressed that only submitted documents in the conferences
should be upload to BS Web Portal also.

35. Mr Demirel from Turkish delegations stressed that Russian delegation invited to the istanbul and
Russian Delegation accepted invitation and he arrived to the istanbul Sabiha Gokgen Airport,
nevertheless Russian Federation delegate declared that he could not participate to the conference
owing to his illness. Otherwise, Turkiye delegation thought that Russian Federation’s documents has
not to be taken into account because they weren’t submitted during the conference.

36. Chairman summarized according to the comments of the participants that all participants that
present at the 12. Black Sea SAR Conference plenary agreed upon Russian documents are not
accepted officially and they have not submitted during the conference. He stated that he is going to
prepare draft report and he will send this draft report to all littoral states of Black Sea after the
Conference days. The final report will be prepared when the Black Sea Countries delegations send
back their corrections on the Draft Reports of the 12. Black Sea SAR Conference.



ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN:

1. Notes have been taken from information presented.

2. A correspondence group shall be established to prepare a draft Regional Black Sea SAR
Cooperation Plan. Turkiye is invited to lead to establish correspondence group and manage this
group with relevant parties.

3. Participant countries will try to find the ways of more co-operation between each other’s.

4, Russian delegation documents is not submitted in the plenary so it has not been accepted
officially according to participant countries states on the plenary.

Agenda Item 9: Elaboration of the Plan of International Exercises.

37. Commander Mustafa Gumusigne from Turkish delegation informed the participants about the
Black Sea Hawk Exercise carried out in August 2015.

38. Mr Gegeneva from Georgian delegation asked, which countries contribute as a SAR parties to this
exercise.

39. Commander Mustafa Gumusigne informed that SAR assets of Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania and
Russian Federation participated the exercise while Georgia participated as observers.

40. Mr Alexe from the Romanian delegation stated that such exercises should be held not only
among Coast Guard agencies but also the relevant SAR authorities (such as MRCCs, RSCs) should be
informed about the activities of the SAR exercises.

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN:



Notes have been taken from the information presented. Countries are invited to advise their relevant
organizations or agencies which participate in a SAR exercise at Black Sea, to inform their SAR
authorities and consider inviting SAR experts to such exercises.

Agenda Item 10: Discussing Place and Provisional Agenda for the 13th SAR Conference.

41. Mr. Bonev from Bulgarian delegation stated that it must be prepared next 6 years schedule for
which country will be the host country of Black Sea SAR Conference. Otherwise, every year and every
conference it should be putted same agenda item in the table.

42. Chairman summarized situation that, proposal of the Bulgarian delegation is enough reasonable.
However main thing is in this issue, how to decide to proceed in this wise because the one of
participant state is absent in the conference same as former conference. He finished words saying
that, they have been seen some difficulties proceeding in this wise.

43. Mr. Demirel from Turkish delegation proposed that decision of the majority should be accepted
to solve this kind of issues.

44. Mr. Alexe from the Romanian delegation stated that it should be decided that on this issue in this
meeting whether one participant country was absent or not. The table makes a decision then later
absent country will be informed, otherwise it was not possible to proceed anyway.

45. Mr. Bonev from the Bulgarian delegation proposed to change frequency of the Conference from
once a year to every two years. Because the every year same presentations, nearly same documents
submitted to Secretariat. Mr. Plamen added that, in current situation it causes to more expenses of
host country and participating countries comparing to the two year meeting.

46. Chairmen stressed that firstly clarify the situation of Mr. Alexe’s suggestion.



47. Capt. Drozd from the Ukrainian delegation states that fixed the schedule on 6 years plan that
accepted before the conference in Varna. He stated that there were no needs to deviate this plan.

48. Mr Gegeneva from the Georgian delegation supported Ukrainian statement.

49. Chairman open floor to discuss the Bulgarian proposal, two years schedule.

50 Mr Gegeneva from the Georgian delegation stressed that SAR statistics, SAR projects, SAR training
subjects changes every year. In this context, Georgia supported current frequency, every year
schedule.

51. Mr Bucurestanu from Romanian delegation supported on Georgian statement, and added that
Romania will be host country next Black Sea SAR conference, it was planned same period in next
year, so the Romania officially declared that 13. BS SAR conference will held on Romania.

52. Chairman declared that 13. Black Sea SAR Conference will be held on Romania, because the time
limitation he stated that wanted to pass Agenda Item 11 for the reviewing the Conference report.

53. Mr. Marumoto, reminded to the Chairman that it needs to be discuss Provisional Agenda of the
13. Black Sea SAR Conference on agenda Item 10.

54. Chairman put provisional agenda in the report after the some discussion and contribution of
distinguished delegates and distinguished IMO observer, 13. Black Sea SAR Conference Provisional
Agenda has been submitted to the conference as follows;

1. Reviewing 12. BS SAR conference final report

2. SAR Facilities and Capabilities / SAR Statistics / False Alert Statistics.
3. Country Status Reports.

4. SAR Operations that executed in the Black Sea.

5. Future exercises between Black Sea Countries,



6. Black Sea Regional SAR Cooperation plan.
7. Preparing Mass Rescue operations in the Black Sea
8. Place and Provisional Agenda of 14. Black Sea SAR Conference.

9. Evaluation of BS web Portal

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN:

Notes have been taken from information presented.

1- Black Sea SAR conferences will be executed every years as per Ankara Agreement, no any
changes in this context.

2- Black Sea Countries will be tied up 6 years schedule plan about which country will be hosting
country that was agreed on in Varna in the year of 2013.

3- It was declared that 13. Black Sea SAR Conference will be held on Romania in the year of
2016.

4- It was prepared next Black Sea SAR Conference Provisional Agenda and declared to all
parties.

Agenda item 11: Review of the Final Conference Report

55. Delegates considered the Draft Report as prepared by the host country and commented it
accordingly.

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN:

It will approve the 12. BS SAR Conference Final report by parties and it will send to the IMQO’s
consideration by host country.



56. The Chairman thanked the distinguished delegates and special thanked to the distinguished IMO
Observer for committing their time and expertise to support this Conference.

Closing of the 12 ™ Black Sea SAR Conference

13.10.2015

Chairman

of the 12" BS SAR Conference,
Mr. Serdar SiPAL

SAR Duty Chief of MSRCC Ankara,
General Directorate of Maritime and Inland Waters Regulating,
Ministry of Transport, Maritime Affairs and Communications
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1. SUMMARY

This document aims to inform all the Black Sea countries that Marine Search and Rescue Service in
Ukraine continues its proper and successful activities according to national and international
requirements.

At the same time, it is noted that SAR services around the occupied Crimea are not controlled by
MRCC of Ukraine.

United Nations Resolution 68/262. Territorial integrity of Ukrainedopted by the General Assembly
on 27 March 2014

Quote

6. Calls uporall States, international organizations and specialized agencies not to recognize any
alteration of the status of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol ...... and to
refrain from any action or dealing that might be interpreted as recognizing any such altered status.

Unquote

2. INTRODUCTION



In order to ensure the functioning of the uniform system of search and rescue (SAR) at sea in the SAR
region of Ukraine and fulfill the country’s commitments as under the International Convention on
Maritime Search and Rescue at Sea (SAR-79), the International Convention for the Safety of Life at
Sea (SOLAS-74) and the Ankara Agreement on Co-operation regarding Maritime Search and Rescue
Services among Black Sea Coastal States, the Government of Ukraine took the decision to establish a
State Enterprise responsible for conducting SAR operations at sea.

Following to that decision on 20® October 2011 Ministry of Infrastructure of Ukraine established the
State Enterprise "Maritime Search and Rescue Service" (MSRS) having as its main task the
operational and technical support of stable functioning and further development of the National
Search and Rescue System in the maritime SAR region of Ukraine.

On the 01 December 2013 Ministry of Infrastructure of Ukraine renamed the "Maritime Search and
Rescue Service" (MSRS) and incorporated it in State Enterprise "Ukrainian Sea Ports Authority" as the
"Maritime Search and Rescue Service" (MSRS) Branch of State Enterprise "Ukrainian Sea Ports
Authority".

3. THE RESOURCES AND CAPABILITIES OF UKRAINE’S SAR SERVICE

MSRS of Ukraine incorporates and manages the five elements of SAR system:

- Organization and co-ordination of SAR operations;
- Communications;

- Search and Rescue Units (SRUS);

- On-scene coordination

- Support Facilities

Organization and co-ordination of SAR operations

To promote efficient organization of SAR services and coordinate the conduct of SAR operations
within the SAR Region of Ukraine, MSRS runs State Maritime Rescue and Coordination Centre (MRCC)
located in Odessa and three Maritime Rescue Sub-Centers (MRSC) located in Mariupol, Sevastopol
(temporarily occupied) and Kerch (temporarily occupied).

Communications

The main functions of SAR communications system are:

- receipt of alerts from the equipment used by persons in distress;



- exchange of information with persons in distress, and between the SAR mission
co-ordinator (SMC), OSC and SAR facilities to co-ordinate the responses to SAR

incidents;

- direction finding (DF) and homing which allows SRUs to be dispatched to the vicinity
of a distress and to home on the signals from the equipment used by survivors.

To fulfill the above-mentioned functions several coast GMDSS radio stations have been incorporated
into the MSRS as a national GMDSS coastal segment of Ukraine.

Odessa coast GMDSS radio station operates in the north-western part of the Black Sea having the
range of about 26 NM (Sea Area A1 GMDSS) and 200 NM (Sea Area A2 GMDSS).

Mariupol coast GMDSS radio station operates in the north-east part of Sea of Azov having the range
of about 20 NM (Sea Area A1 GMDSS).

Berdyansk coast GMDSS radio station operates in the north part of Sea of Azov having the range of
about 20 NM (Sea Area A1 GMDSS).

Sevastopol coast GMDSS radio station (located on the temporarily occupied territory) operates
around the Crimea peninsula having the range of 92 NM (Sea Area A1 GMDSS).

Kerch coast radio station (located on temporarily occupied territory) operates around the Kerch strait
having the range of 32 NM (Sea Area A1 GMDSS).

Along the coastal line there are VHF radio stations operated by another USPA branch Delta-Pilot
(VTIS) which keep the continuous listening watch on Channel 16.

Integrated Automatic Identification System (AIS) is partially managed by MSRS and Duty Officers of
the MRCC, and MRSC have direct access to the AIS data to track and monitor vessels’ movements.

The National LRIT Data Centre operated by MSRS and MRCC has a possibility to get vessels’ positions
using LRIT data during SAR operations.


https://www.google.com.ua/search?biw=2133&bih=1087&q=Kerch+strait&spell=1&sa=X&ei=sQA1VJ6PIuHXyQOD1YHADQ&ved=0CBgQvwUoAA

CMC Russia used to send MRCC Odessa Cospas-Sarsat alerts. After an official letter of Ukraine to the
Cospas-Sarsat Secretariat, Turkish MCC was requested by Cospas-Sarsat Secretariat to support
Ukraine with Cospas-Sarsat alerts.

As of 1st September 2015 Ukraine was transferred to TRMCC. CMC Russia continues to send alert
messages to Ukraine as well.

SRUs:

There are two SAR vessels of Class PATROL 150 and three SAR vessels of Class BOOMERANGER C-
1100.

Class Patrol 150 SAR boats are deployed in Illichivsk and Yuzhny.

Class Patrol 150 self-righting SAR boats: specifically designed for search and rescue operations in
heavy weather conditions 9 Beaufort scale and sea 7.5 mtr. Maximum length — 16.3 mtr, maximum
breadth — 4,4 mtr, draft — 0.85 mtr, fuel capacity — 2200 Itr, maximum speed — 35 knots, range — 200
nm. The vessel is equipped with two diesel engines of 550 kW each with two water-jets.

Class Boomeranger C-1100 type SAR boats are presently deployed in Vylkove, Yuzhny and Skadovsk
ports:

the maximum length of the vessel is 11.9 mtr, maximum width — 3.65 mtr, draft — 0.85 mtr,
maximum speed — 30 knots, limitation 20 nm off the coast with weather restrictions 7 Beaufort scale
and sea 3.5 metres. Each boat is equipped with two diesel engines of 315 hp each, fiberglass hull and
inflatable balloons on the sides of the ship to allow the crew safely conducting rescue works with a
person in water.

SAR facilities include duty boats in all ports; and Maritime Unit of State Border Guard Service of
Ukraine speed boats. Only these SAR facilities cover Ukraine’s maritime SAR region in the Azov Sea.

Another key element in conducting successful SAR operations is using aeronautical assets, especially
in extreme weather conditions and remote areas.

Understanding the importance of prompt response to SAR incidents, MSRS signed a bilateral
agreement with Aeronautical Division of Ministry of Defense of Ukraine to utilize helicopters located
at Odessa and Nikolaev airbases. Also the mutual Plan of Interaction between MSRS and State
Service of Emergencies envisages the use of aircraft of the latter authority.



National SAR Exercise

On 29 July 2015 a joint complex maritime SAR exercise was held by MSRS involving the SAR facilities
of Navy, Border Guard, and State Service of Emergencies of Ukraine. As per the scenario, the m/v
Lamara alerted the MRCC Odessa on the conventional water ingress in Engine Room spaces, the crew
failed to fight it and had to abandon the vessel on a liferaft in the vicinity of Dniester Estuary. MRCC
launched the SAR mission participated by duty operators of the regional State Service of Emergencies
and nearest sea ports, as well as a speedboat of Border Guard Marine Unit, a Naval helicopter and
two speedboats of MSRS from Vylkove and lllichivsk. The participants successfully worked through
various options of survivors’ recovery from both sea surface and the liferaft by both aircraft and
rescue boats, as well as various options of interaction and information exchange.

On-Scene Co-ordination

In Ukraine the On-Scene Coordinator is appointed by the SAR Mission Coordinator according to the
provisions of IAMSAR.

As a first option the SAR Mission Coordinator designates the master of a SRU of MSRS as the On-
Scene Coordinator as the most capable person available, taking into consideration SAR training,
communications capabilities and the length of time that the facility can stay in the search area.

Support facilities

Support facilities enable the operational response resources (e.g., the RCC and SRUs) to provide the
SAR services. Without the supporting resources, the operational resources cannot sustain effective
operations. There is a wide range of support facilities and services used by MSRS, which include the
following:

Training facilities

Facility maintenance
Communication facilities
Navigation systems

Research and development



SAR data providers (SDPs)
Planning

Medical assistance
Exercises

Refueling services

Realizing that all the SAR incident aspects are sensitive to timeliness and generally, as per
international statistics, two (2) hours is the average critical time within which persons in distress
must be rescued in order to survive, MSRS of Ukraine closely cooperates with the following
organizations:

State Service of Emergencies
Ministry of Defense
State Border Guard Service

Ministry of Infrastructure

4. RECOMMENDATIONS OR PROPOSED ACTIONS

All the Black Sea coastal countries are invited to note the information provided by Ukraine.

- END OF DOCUMENT BS/SAR-12/x/y —

STATISTICS

of the incidents in the area of responsibility of Ukraine. Period:
from 01.09.14 to 01.09.15

Nature of emergency accidents

MRCC
Odessa

MRCC
Sevastopol

MRCC Kerch




1 | Ship/Yacht wreck 1
2 | Collision of ships 9
3 | Fire on ships
4 | Grounding or touching underwater obstructions
5 | Man overboard
6 | The leakage of a hull 3
7 | Environmental pollution
8 | Failure of the main engine or ship's equipment 1
(emergency anchorage or drifting for these reasons)
9 | Medical assistance to crew members 7
10 | Search and rescue of people in distress on small 16
crafts (boats, windsurfers etc.)
11 | Search and rescue of people who use various 2
facilities for swimming (air-beds, lifebuoys, etc.) and
are blown away off the coast
12 | Detection of the people who got drowned in the sea
(corpses)
13 | Other incidents (a break of the anchor chain, search
of a vessel at the owner's request)
14 | Other
Event Dead Missing Saved
16 3 8 34

REPORT ON ACTIVATION OF FALSE DSC ALERTS. Report within: Ukraine SRR; for year: 01.09.2014-

01.09.2015

Activation

Categories

Sub-total no.

Causes

Sub-total no

Improper use, operator unfamiliar with equipment

2




Mishandling /
Human Error

Improper installation

Improper testing and maintenance

2 Activated when updating position, course and speed

Activated when canceling a received alarm

Use of DSC instead of radiotelephony when acknowledging

Other

Technical

Activated when reading through receive menu

Activated when switching between generators

- Improperly programmed to automatically send relay alert

Improperly transferring received message to relay alert mode

Other

Mounting Failure

Equipment exposed to electromagnetic interference

- Non-approved type of DSC being used

Other

Environmental

Lightning

- Exposed to water

Conditions

Other

No feedback received on why alert was transmitted
Unknown 5

Investigation into cause for activation of alert was inconclusive
Total no. of false
alerts> Number of causes / frequency >

7

Model ref. no Manufacture Type / description of alerting DSC
1
2
3
4
5




REPORT ON ACTIVATION OF FALSE COSPAS-SARSAT ALERTS. Report within

01.09.2014-01.09. 2015

: Ukraine SRR; for year:

Activation 1215 | 243 4(
. Sub-total Sub total MHz MHz \
Categories Causes
no. no.
Improper use. 8
Improper installation
Improper testing and maintenance 9
Mishandling / Human
g/ 21 Improper disposal (battery installed)
Error

Improper operation procedure 4
Operator unfamiliar with EPIRB
Other
Faulty activation switch 5
Water ingress 5

Technical 14
Transmitting distress signal while in test position
Other 4
Strap or bracket failure

Mounting Faulty release mechanism

Failure Improper mounting
Other
9 Extreme weather with wash-over 2
Environmental Lightning

Conditions EPIRB washed overboard
Other 7
No feedback received on why EPIRB activated 29

Unknown 29
Investigation into EPIRB activation cause was inconclusive

Total no. of false alerts 73 Number of causes / frequency >




Model ref. no Manufacture Type / description of alerting EPIRB
1 Musson-Exim (no longer manufactures beacons) ARB-M
2 Musson-Morsviaz-Servis MP-406
3 Musson-Exim (no longer manufactures beacons) Musson-501
4 Jotron Electronics A.S. TRON 40S
5 Saracom RT-260M
6
7
8

REPORT ON ACTIVATION OF FALSE INMARSAT ALERTS. Report within: Ukraine SRR; for year:

01.09.2014-01.09.2015

Activation A B C
. Sub-total Subtotal no.
Categories Causes
no.
Improper use. 2
Improper testing and maintenance
Activated when updating position course and speed
Mishandling / Human 2 Operator unfamiliar with equipment
Error

Other
Alerted via the terminals key-board
Activated when reading trough the receive menu

Technical

Activated when sending a routine message

Activated when switching between generator

Unintended activation alert when logging off the satellite

Other

Mounting

Improper mounting




Failure Unauthorized personnel had access to the terminal
Other
Environmental Lightning

Conditions

Equipment exposed to water

Other

Unknown

No feedback received on why Inmarsat alert was
activated

Investigation into cause for activation of alert was
inconclusive

Total no. of false alerts

Number of causes / frequency >

Model ref. no

Manufacture

Type / description of Inmarsat terminal
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1. SUMMARY

This document aims to inform the Conference on the implementation of Turkey’s National Search
and Rescue System and the improvements including the COSPAS-SARSAT and MEOSAR System and
AIS-LRIT implementation, the exercises of marine environment pollution response and SAR, the
capacity of Turkey’s terrestrial GMDSS Systems..

2.INTRODUCTION

Turkey established her SAR region in accordance with the International Convention on Maritime
Search and Rescue (1979) and registered it in the relevant IMO documents and accordingly undertook
to perform all kinds of SAR activities in the said area. Moreover, the Regulation on Search and Rescue
was published on 7 January 1989 and the latest amended version entered into force on 12 December
2001.

3. THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COSPAS-SARSAT AND MEOSAR
SYSTEM IN TURKEY

The 10C status of the Turkish Mission Control Centre (TRMCC) was declared on 6 October 2005 and
thus the TRMCC has started to carry out its responsibilities in the TRMCC service area defined at the
JC-19 Meeting. The Secretariat has distributed respective tab-delimited electronic files of the TRMCC
service area and revised the ITMCC service area.



The commissioning of the TRMCC had been processed on the basis of COSPAS-SARSAT rules and
procedures, with a view to obtaining FOC status by the end of 2005. Subsequently, the TRMCC
obtained FOC status on 17 January 2006 in the same service area as the 10C status. Moreover, the
TRMCC has also successfully completed communication links tests with its SPOCs (Afghanistan,
Iran, Iraq, Georgia and Ukraine) and, as decided, the full responsibility in this regard was transferred
to the TRMCC.

Turkey has been established MEOSAR system in 2010. In August 2013 Turkey completed the
installation of four new MEO channels in Ankara in addition to the existing two MEO channels
installed in August 2010. The Ankara MEOLUT currently had six channels complemented by a
seventh GEO channel.

By the end of 2014, the TRMRCC registered beacon population amounted to 845 EPIRBs, 1693 ELTs
and 56PLBs, 16 SSASs. The TRMRCC always endeavoured to keep updated details of registered
beacons in the IBRD for SAR service providers.

Two LEOLUTS, one GEOLUTS, one MEOLUTSs and the TRMCC located in Ankara were operated
successfully by the Turkish Main SAR Coordination Centre, which provided SAR Services within the
Turkish SAR region efficiently.

4. THE FUNCTIONING OF TURKEY’S TERRESTRIAL GMDSS SYSTEM

Current MF Stations in Turkey as well as NAVTEX Systems in 4 centres (Istanbul, Samsun, Antalya
and Izmir) were modernized with a project completed in 2004 by .Turk Telekomunikasyon A.S. These
stations started to be operated from one centre (Istanbul) through remote controlling. NAVTEX
receivers and transmitters were renewed in May 2004.

Furthermore, Turkey has started MSI broadcasting in the national language on 490 kHz and 4209.5
kHz as of January 2005.

The HF system has also been improved. All HF DSC frequencies were scanned in order to receive
calls made from Turkish shores or remote sea areas.

As a result of this work, part of an integrated project, Turkey modified her VHF, MF and HF systems
to DSC code and fulfilled the GMDSS requirements in distress/safety communications. The Istanbul



Shore Station was improved, particularly regarding MF and HF systems of ships, so that it could
respond to calls of all ships 24 hours a day in 4, 6, 8, 12

and 16 MHz bands.

In order to increase the efficiency of terrestrial GMDSS systems, to improve sea communication
capabilities particularly in the Eastern Mediterranean region and to contribute to safety of life, it was
decided in co-ordination with the relevant authorities to establish VHF and MF DSC systems and a
SAR centre in North Cyprus. The usefulness of the capabilities in North Cyprus was observed,
especially during the evacuation operation in Lebanon.

These improved capabilities will make it possible to receive distress calls from both surrounding seas
and open seas faster, ensure that interventions are successful and the operation of GMDSS is executed
without problem.

5.BILATERAL/MULTILATERAL AGREEMENTS ON SEARCH AND RESCUE

The International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue (1979), with its amendments was
ratified by Turkey in 1985. Since then, Turkey has aimed to increase her monitoring and management
capability throughout Turkish territory and territorial waters, including adjacent seas.

Turkish Search and Rescue Regulation, which entered into force in 1989 and was most recently
amended in 2001, defines the responsibilities of the relevant Ministries and agencies responsible for
the conduct of search and rescue operations in the Turkish Search and Rescue

Region.

Turkey has also a policy of establishing close co-operation with the neighboring States on SAR
activities. In this context, an Agreement on Co-operation regarding Maritime Search and Rescue
Services among Black Sea coastal States was signed on 27 November 1998 in Ankara. In accordance
with article 5 of the Black Sea SAR Agreement, bilateral agreements on search and rescue regions and
co-operation of Search and Rescue Services have been concluded between Turkey and the Russian
Federation (SAR.6/Circ.25) and between Turkey and Bulgaria (SAR.6/Circ.24). These agreements
were submitted to IMO in accordance with paragraph 2.1.4 of the Annex to the International
Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue 1979 as amended. Turkey is looking forward to co-
operating with other neighboring States to finalize SRR.



6.THE RESOURCES AND CAPABILITIES OF THE TURKISH SAR SERVICES

Turkey’s Search and Rescue programme involves regional departments, organizations and
municipalities working together to provide the service required.

The Turkish Coast Guard acts as the Maritime Search and Rescue Co-ordination Centre and co-
ordinates Maritime Search and Rescue Activities within the Turkish Search and Rescue Region. All
Coast Guard units deployed widely over the Turkish Coast act as Search and Rescue Units and are
able to intervene within 20 minutes after a notification of distress, day or night.

Turkish Coast Guard Command Assets being used for search and rescue purposes at Black Sea are as
follows

Type of SRU Inventory | Photo

Search and
Rescue Ships




Coast Guard
Boats

25

Control Boats

11




Diving Teams 4
(with their boats)

Coastal Safety

and Security 9
Boats

Helicopters 3

The Search and Rescue Assets, consisting of 209 Patrol Boats and 17 aircrafts, are also supported by
the Turkish Armed Forces, which extends thus the number of SAR aircraft to more than 50.

KEGM EKLENECEK

Turkey put the Tele Medical Advice Centre into service on 27 September 2006 to comply with
national requirements, which are in line with the Directive 1992/29/EEC. The Tele Medical Advice
Centre acts as a co-coordinator of emergency health service within Turkish SRR and its assets,
consisting of 4 sea ambulances, which are located on Marmara Island, Gokceada Island, Buyukdere
and Canakkale.



Each year, more than 500 lives are saved in major incidents. Turkey’s Search and Rescue Program
does not directly cover commercial salvage operations for the assets; however it is designed to assist
SAR efforts.

7. THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AIS AND LRIT IN TURKEY AND ITS POSITIVE
IMPACT ON SAR OPERATIONS

Turkey put into service on 9 July 2007 the AIS that covers sea areas along its coasts to comply with
national requirements, which are in line with Directive 002/59/EC.

Turkey’s AIS consists of 27 base stations that are located on the coast and the Main Centre in Ankara.
Sub-Centers or user terminals will also be formed as required.

Turkey has invested significant amount of effort, time and financial resources to ensure the timely
implementation of its National LRIT Data Centre. Moreover, Turkey actively participated in all Ad
Hoc LRIT Group meetings and followed all LRIT related developments with great interest and desire.

Turkey’s National LRIT Data Centre is being established by Directorate General of Coastal Safety and
TURKSAT A.S. under the supervision of Maritime Administration. Application Service Provider
(ASP) of Turkey is provided by TURKSAT A.S., which is the National Satellite Company of Turkey.

Turkey’s National LRIT Data Center (TRNDC) completed developmental and integration testing
environment conducted by IMO to participate into the LRIT production environment.

It is expected that AIS and LRIT shall further improve the effectiveness of SAR operations in
Turkey’s SRR and enhance maritime situation awareness in surrounding seas.



8. RECOMMENDATIONS OR PROPOSED ACTIONS

The All Black Sea Coastal Countries are invited to note the information provided by Turkey.

STATISTICS

of the incidents in the area of responsibility of Turkey. Period: from

01.09.14 to 01.09.15
Ne Nature of MRCC Samsun MRCC Istanbul
emergency
accidents Incident # of Lives # of Dead Incident # of Lives # of Dead
Saved Bodies Saved Bodies
Covered Covered
1 Collision - - - 1 - 1
2 | Falling Into Sea 7 3 3 5 3 -
2 | Grounding 2 12 - - - -
3 | Overdue 1 2 S - - R
4 | Other 3 19 - 1 - 1
5 | Aircraft Crash 1 4 = - - R




6 | Suicide 4 - 2 2 - 1
7 | Capsize/Sinking 1 12 - 3 9 29
8 | Drifting 3 20 = 4 32 >
9 | Drowning 28 7 11 8 4 6
10 | TOTAL 50 79 16 24 48 38
- Medical Evacuation 4 4 - 7 6 -
REPORT ON ACTIVATION OF FALSE DSC ALERTS. Report within: TURKEY, BLACK SEA; for year:
01.09.2014-01.09.2015
Activation
Categories Sub-total no. Causes Sub-total no
Improper use, operator unfamiliar with equipment 1
Improper installation
Improper testing and maintenance
Mishandling / 1 Activated when updating position, course and speed

Human Error

Activated when canceling a received alarm

Use of DSC instead of radiotelephony when acknowledging

Other

Technical

Activated when reading through receive menu

Activated when switching between generators

Improperly programmed to automatically send relay alert

Improperly transferring received message to relay alert mode

Other

Mounting Failure

Equipment exposed to electromagnetic interference

Non-approved type of DSC being used




Other

Lightning

Environmental
. - Exposed to water
Conditions

Other

No feedback received on why alert was transmitted 15
Unknown 15

Investigation into cause for activation of alert was inconclusive

Total no. of false
alerts> Number of causes / frequency >
16

Model ref. no Manufacture Type / description of alerting DSC

REPORT ON ACTIVATION OF FALSE COSPAS-SARSAT ALERTS. Report within: TURKEY; for year:
01.09.2014-01.09. 2015

Activation 121.5 243

. Sub-total Sub total MHz MHz
Categories Causes
no. no.

Improper use.

Improper installation

Improper testing and maintenance

Mishandling / Human

Improper disposal (battery installed)
Error

Improper operation procedure




Operator unfamiliar with EPIRB

Other

Faulty activation switch

Water ingress

Technical
Transmitting distress signal while in test position
Other
Strap or bracket failure
Mounting Faulty release mechanism
Failure Improper mounting

Other

Environmental

Extreme weather with wash-over

Lightning

Conditions EPIRB washed overboard

Other

No feedback received on why EPIRB activated
Unknown

Investigation into EPIRB activation cause was inconclusive

Total no. of false alerts

Number of causes / frequency >

Model ref. no Manufacture Type / description of alerting EPIRB
1 Musson-Exim (no longer manufactures beacons) ARB-M
2 Musson-Morsviaz-Servis MP-406
3 Musson-Exim (no longer manufactures beacons) Musson-501
4 Jotron Electronics A.S. TRON 40S
5 Saracom RT-260M
6
7
8




REPORT ON ACTIVATION OF FALSE INMARSAT ALERTS. Report within: TURKEY; for year:
01.09.2014-01.09.2015

Activation A B C E
. Sub-total Subtotal no.
Categories Causes
no.
Improper use.
Improper testing and maintenance
Activated when updating position course and speed
Mishandling / Human Operator unfamiliar with equipment
Error

Other
Alerted via the terminals key-board
Activated when reading trough the receive menu

Technical
Activated when sending a routine message
Activated when switching between generator
Unintended activation alert when logging off the satellite
Other

Mounting Improper mounting

Failure Unauthorized personnel had access to the terminal
Other
Environmental Lightning

Conditions Equipment exposed to water
Other
No feedback received on why Inmarsat alert was
activated

Unknown
Investigation into cause for activation of alert was
inconclusive

Total no. of false alerts Number of causes / frequency >
Model ref. no Manufacture Type / description of Inmarsat terminal




Romanian Search and Rescue activitiy

(2015)

In Romania, Ministry of Transports through Romanian Naval Authority (RNA), is

responsible for SAR activities (search and rescue of human life at sea).

In to Romanian Naval Authority (RNA), SAR & Pollution Department as a Maritime Rescue

Coordination Centre (MRCC) is responsible to carry out the coordination of search and

rescue of human life at sea, in accordance with the provisions of SAR’79 International IMO

Convention and also the coordination of response to marine pollutions.

The Romanian SAR responsibility area has the following limits:

(Internal maritime waters, Territorial sea, Contigous zone and Exclusive economic zone)

a. Lat 45°12°00” N

b. Lat 45°09°00” N

C. Lat 45°05’18.5” N

d. Lat 45°03’18.5” N

e. Lat 44°46’38.7” N

Long 029°40°00” E
Long 029°58'00” E
Long 030°02°45” E
Long 030°09°24.6” E

Long 030°58'37.3” E



f. Lat 44°44’13.4” N Long 031°10°27.7" E
g. Lat 44°02’53.0" N  Long 031°24’35.0” E
h. Lat 43°44’20” N  Long 031°08’00” E

i Lat 43°44’20” N  Long 028°34’51” E

SAR mission co-ordination

SAR & Pollution Department (MRCC) is located together with VTS Center in Romanian
Naval Authority’ building — 11" floor, in Constantza Port, manning the activity 24 hours per
day.

In case of a SAR incident and mission, SAR actions are coordinated from MRCC by a SAR duty
officer (SMC — SAR Mission Coordinator), as per the provisions of national legislation and
SAR National Action Plan.

Main SAR Objectives

One of the main objectives of RNA is to organize, provide and co-ordinate effective
SAR services for all SAR incidents, to protect marine environment and to improve the safety
and efficiency of navigation within Romanian maritime responsibility area, like:

A to save 100% of lives at sea from any risk;

A to minimize loss of life, injury, property damage and risk to the environment;

A to maximize SAR system efficiency through innovation;

A to improve co-operative SAR and Response agreements/protocols;

A to monitor ships on the Romanian maritime waters during bad weather conditions;

A to ensure the control of maritime traffic at the highest standard of safety and
efficiency;

A to increase the safety and efficiency of vessels traffic for to prevent navigational
events

A to improve the safety, security and efficiency of navigation;

A to maintain the highest professional standards.

Communications

SAR & Pollution Department (MRCC) is equipped with local VHF with Digital Selective
Calling (VHF-DSC) which keeps aural watch on channel 16 VHF, also a communication



terminal located in MRCC for SAR co-ordination operations, connected to Radio Coast
Station (Constanta RADIONAV).

In case of SAR incidents and operations, outside of VHF range, Constantza RADIONAYV is
requested to relay SAR Communication to / from MRCC and ships involved in distress.

Response facilities

Communication equipments for co-ordination response operations to SAR incidents
and to marine pollutions are located in MRCC.

The main response SAR facilities/units are belonging to state entities like , Ministry of
Transports, Ministry of Interior Affaires and Ministry of Defence. From Ministry of
Transports side, the dedicated and specialized response company is ARSVOM, located in
Constanta port.

We can also use in case it is necessary, supplementary response facilities belonging to
private sector on the basis of already signed agreements with Romanian Naval Authority.

Romanian organizations and authorities participating in SAR activities

U Ministry of Transports — Romanian Naval Authority (RNA) and ARSVOM Co.
U Ministry of Interior - Border Police and Romanian Coast Guard
U Ministry of Defence - Romanian Air Force and Romanian Navy
U Ministry of Comunications and IT
U Ministry of Health
U Romanian Civil Aviation Authority (ROMATSA).
U Private sector supplementary response facilities
RNA co-ordinates all SAR actions and facilities involved in SAR response activities.

SAR Cooperation for Aviation accidents and incidents at sea

In this respect, RNA and ROMATSA (Romanian Civil Aviation Authority) have signed
since 2003 an Working Protocol on the collaboration, coordination and development of
assistance for SAR activities at sea, and renewed in 2010.

As per the above mentioned Protocol, ROMATSA Coordination Center draws up the Search
action Planto to define the sea searching area when receiving aero alert messages, and
MRCC draws up the Searchand Rescue Action Plésr SAR intervention at sea.



MRCC identify, prepare and co-ordinate all necessary resources available for interventions
and also nominate the On Scene Coordinator (OSC).

At the end of each SAR operation, MRCC/SAR & Pollution Department and OS
Coordinator conduct an evaluation and analyse on the execution/achievement of the SAR
mission.

Dumitru BUCURESTEANU
Head of SAR & Pollution Department

Romanian Naval Authority

Romanian SAR facilities and capabilities - 2015 :

Ministry of Transport — ARSVOM, dedicated state company, SAR facilities

Length. Width  Seagange

Type and Capacity Englne_erlng Year/ max. max. max. TRB Engine Engine type
name Ship Yard
(m) (m) (m)

TUG BOATS
SERVICE BOATS

13 - 1x150
SORANA 1 persons 1990/Ribinsk URSS 12,56 3,06 0,83 Hp 3D6 15/18
SORANA3 13 1990/Ribinsk URSS 1256 306 0,83 1150 3pg 15/18

persons HP

12 . 1x150
JUPITER persons 1981/Ribinsk URSS 12,56 2,86 0,61 Hp 3D6 C1
SEARCH AND RESCUE VESSELS
OPAL SAR

25 2002/Tyovene OY 2x410
Search and persons  Finlanda 15,3 420 0,65 23 Hp SCANIA 9 DSI 55M
rescue
TOPAZ

25 2003/Tyovene OY 2x410
Search and persons  Finlanda 15,3 4,20 0,65 23 Hp SCANIA 9 DSI 55M
rescue
ALBATROS 25 2001/SN. Mangalia 17,68 510 1,795 56 X420 CATERPILLAR 3126

SAR persons HP



Ministry of Interior Affaires — Police Border, SAR facilities

OPV 6610,

Main task: survailance
Rescue capability- 80 persons
Maximum speed- 21 Kn

CPV SHALDAG

Mk IV Main task: speed patrolling
Rescue capability - 18 persons
Maximum speed- 35 Kn

CPV Bigliani: coastal patrolling
speed 25 Kn

Rescue capability — 30 pers.

Ministry of Defence, SAR facilities:

SAR Statistics: 2014 and 2015

CPV P-157

Main task: patrolling

Rescue capability — 40 persons
Maximum speed — 23 Kn

CPB RODMAN R-1120
Main task: coastal patrolling
Rescue capability- 7 persons
Maximum speed- 25 Kn

Heavy - light helicopter, 1 unit

Navy ship/ tug boat , lunit

2014 2015
SAR CASES 53 51
(REAL ALERTS)
FALSE ALERTS 34 51
RESCUED PERSONS 443 127
DEAD/LOST PERSONS 3 16
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 5 4
MONITORED VESSELS IN BAD 251 36
WEATHER




SITREP TRANSMITTED- SAR CASE 1 0

SAR PASSAGER PLANS APPROVED 11 4

Black Sea SAR Conference BS/SAR-12/xly
12" Session Origin: Georgia
12-13 October 2014 Date: October 2015

Agenda Item 3

GEORGIAN SAR STATUS REPORT

1. SUMMARY

This document presents information for all Black Sea countries as operates the MRCC Georgia in
emergency situation for the organization of search and rescue operations in the area responsibility
MRCC Georgia, within the littoral area and on the sea, status MRCC Georgia as a SAR POINT OF
CONTACT (SPOC) for aircrafts, marine environment pollution responses and the exercises.

2. INTRODUCTION

Georgia established its SAR region in accordance with the International Convention on Maritime
Search and Rescue (1979) and registered it in the relevant IMO documents and accordingly
undertook to perform all kinds of SAR activities in this area. Georgia has acceded to the SAR
Convention September 24, 1995.

Georgian Ships Reporting System -"GEOREP" was established on 01.04.1996 (IMO Circular SN/Circ.
178, 13.03.1996) in accordance with requirements of International Conventions SOLAS-74/78,
MARPOL-73/78, SAR-79, OPRC-90 and IMO resolution A.851 (20).

The following legal acts regulate SAR and Oil Pollution Responses operations operations in Georgia:

1. Law of Georgia on the Maritime Zones-1998/2013;
2. Law of Georgia on Sea Rescue Service-2000/2014;
3. Law of Georgia Maritime Code -19972014;



4. Maritime Transport Agency Director Order on approval of Port Rules, No019,
31/08/2012/2014;
5. Georgian Government N386 on the State Border regime and rule of protection -2013/2015;
6. SOLAS 74 -1994; SOLAS Protocol 88 -2000;
7. Georgian Government Order N57 on “Establishment of ships movement separating schemes,
sea corridors and special sea regions in Georgian territorial Water area”, 2014;
8. MARPOL ANNEX I/1l/ Annex Ill/ Annex IV/ Annex V (International Convention for Prevention
of Pollution from Ships) - 1973/1978/1995/2003;
9. International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage - CLC 69 -1994; CLC PROT
76 -1995; CLC PROT 92 -2001;
10. International Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation
for Qil Pollution Damage (FUND), 2001;
11. OPRC 90 (International Convention on Qil Pollution Preparedness), 1996;
12. International Convention on Salvage 89 -1996;
13. International Convention SAR 79 (Search and Rescue Operation), 1995;
14. Ankara — Agreement on Co-operation Regarding Maritime SAR Services among Black Sea
Coastal States — 1998.
Georgian Ships Reporting System was updated in 2003 and became mandatory since 01.03.2003
(IMO Circular SN/Circ. 230, 20.02.2003). GEOREP is operated by "MRCC-Georgia", which subordinates
to Maritime Transport Agency (MTA). GEOREP assists search and rescue operations in the following:

1. Reduces the time between the loss of a vessel and initiation of search and rescue action in cases
where no distress signals are sent out;

2. Limits the search area for rescue operations; and

3. Provides up-to-date information on shipping resources available in the vicinity of a casualty.

3. SAR COORDINATION IN THE AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY OF GEORGIA

The Maritime Transport Agency (MTA) is the central specialized authority in the field of safety and
security of ships, subordinated to the Ministry of Economy and sustainable Development of Georgia;
MTA is also the National Competent Authority and is responsible for the co-ordination of search and
rescue activities in accordance with the national search and rescue plan.

In order to meet and apply the requirements of the International Conventions as SOLAS/1974,
SAR/1979, MARPOL 1973/1978, CLC/1992 and OPRC/1990, MTA has been legally appointed as the
responsible authority to perform the management and mission co-ordination for SAR and Oil
Response activities, as well as the monitoring the vessels traffic within the area under the Georgian
responsibility through its MRCC-Georgia.



MRCC-Georgia is connected to the various shipping information systems database and reports all
information regarding port reception facilities, SAR and oil pollution incidents.

MRCC-Georgia operated on the basis of COSPAS-SARSAT rules and procedures obtained SAR POINT
OF CONTACT (SPOC) status in SAR area of responsibility Georgia for SAR, aircrafts, marine
environment pollution responses and the exercises.

4. MARINE ENVIRONMENT POLLUTION RESPONSE AND SAR EXERCISES

In September 2014 in Batumi MTA and MRCC Georgia conducted the first National
Georgian Joint Extensive search and rescue and oil spill exercise under the name GEO
SAR&OSREX 2014.

All aspects related to Search and Rescue (SAR) operations, off-shore and on-shore oil
pollution response were planned by MRCC, and all aspects related to land response were
planned by Maritime Transport Agency, Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development
of Georgia according to national procedures. The helicopters and high-speed Georgian Coast
Guard boats nominated for aerial assessments of spilled area, ditched on the sea, requesting
SAR assistance, MRCC coordinated SAR and OSR activities at sea and on-shore.

Respond significant SAR operation MRCC Georgia sent to the site two high-speed Georgian
coast guard boats, one Georgian coast guard helicopter and one Ministry of defence
helicopter, five tugs from Batumi and Poti ports to conduct SAR, assist and monitor the
spilled area.

Having as main objective the enhancement of the co-operation between the national
authorities with responsibilities in coordinating and conducting search and rescue and oil spill
activities in accordance with the Georgian Law on Sea Rescue Service, as well as to test the
collaboration under the relevant Georgian institutions.

The exercise was developed by the Maritime Transport Agency and MRCC Georgia, in close
cooperation with the participation of - Ministry of Internal Affairs - Georgian Coast Guard
Department, Emergency Department; Ministry of Defence; Civil Aviation Agency; Georgian
State Hydrographic Service; Government of Ajara, Batumi Town hall; Ministry of
Environment - National Agency of Environment — Black sea Monitoring Division; OSR
Group; Batumi, Poti and Kulevi Harbour Masters; Emergency Sub-Contractors (Ambulance,
Fire fighting Service, Emergency Situation Service, Police, Lifeguards, Civil Contractors);
Batumi Sea Port Ltd, APM terminals ‘“Poti”, Black Sea Terminal — Kulevi, Batumi Oil
Terminal Ltd, Supsa Oil terminal — Bp Exploration (Caspian Sea) Ltd, Georgia;, NRC Ltd
Georgia; Batumi International Airport Itd.

4. RECOMMENDATIONS OR PROPOSED ACTIONS

The All Black Sea Coastal Countries are invited to note the information provided by Georgia.
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Agenda Item 2

SAR Facilities and Capabilities/SAR Statistics/False Alert Statistics in

Georgia

1. SAR Facilities and Capabilities

MRCC Georgia has the following SAR Facilities and Capabilities:

GMDSS standard equipments for Sea Area 1 and 2;

Capability to send mails to INMARSAT C terminals;

Fax, Telephone;

LLOYD AIS station;

VT Explorer - Vessel Tracking System;

Local AIS Receiver;

NAVTEX receiver;

Search planning program — SAR-PC;

Weather forecast MRCC Georgia receives from Georgian State Hydrography Service;
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 In nowadays MRCC Georgia does not have a SAR Boat. In case of SAR operations we use
Georgian Coast Guard boats and Batumi, Supsa, Poti, and Kulevi port tugs and Georgian

Coast Guard and Ministry of Defence helicopters.

1 TAMARAI TUG BOAT 3000 h.p.

1T TAMARAII TUG BOAT 3000 h.p.

1 K.KVACHANTIRADZE TUG BOAT 1200 h.p.

1 USHBA TUG BOAT 3000 h.p.

1 AISI COLLECTOR OF BILGE WATER.

1 FLORA OIL SKIMMER.

1 CHERNOMORETS-9 BARGE DERRIC.

1 MEDEA - DIVING BOAT (FOUR DIVERS ARE IN STAFF OF THE STATION).
1 PATRIOT FIRE FIGHTING TUG BOAT 3500 h.p.
1 CAPTAIN REKVAVA TUG BOAT 2520 h.p.

1 SOCAR TUG BOAT 2192 h.p.

1 SOCAR2 TUG BOAT 2169 h.p.

1 GAGRA OFFSHORE WORKBOAT 50 h.p.

2. SAR Statistics

Event Number Dead Saved
MOB 6 1 5
DISABLE 1 1 -
FIRE - - -
MEDICAL ASSIST 7 1 6
SINKING 5 - 5

3. False Alert Statistics (find attach. COMSAR/CIRC. 29)

Within GEORGIA SRR for year 2015

Statistics dates between 02.10.2014 and 01.09.2015 for Georgian SRR which compiled and

indicated as below.

FALSE ALERT RATES FROM HF/MF/VHF DSC: % 100

CATEGORY OF FALSE ALERT VHF MF

HF

TOTAL

Equipment Malfunction 1 -




User Failure 1 - - 1

Environmental Conditions - - - _

Unknown - - - -

TOTAL 2 - - 2

FALSE ALERT RATES FROM COSPAS-SARSAT: % 100

406 MHz
CATEGORY OF FALSE ALERT
EPIRBs ELTs PLBs

User Mishandling 7 3 -
Beacon Malfunction - 2 -
Mounting Failure - 3 -
Environmental Conditions - - -
Unknown 9 2 1
TOTAL 16 10 1

FALSE ALERT RATES FROM INMARSAT: % 100

INMARSAT
CATEGORY OF FALSE ALERT
User Mishandling -
Beacon Malfunction -
Mounting Failure 2

Environmental Conditions -

Unknown -

TOTAL 2




Agenda Item 2

REPORT ON ACTIVATION OF FALSE DSC ALERTS
Report within: Georgian SRR for year: 2015

Human Error

Activation
Categories Sub-total no. Causes Sub-total no
Improper use, operator unfamiliar with equipment
Improper installation
Improper testing and maintenance
Mishandling /

Activated when updating position, course and speed

Activated when canceling an received alarm

Use of DSC in stead of radiotelephony when acknowledging

Other

Technical

Activated when reading through receive menu

Activated when switching between generators

Improperly programmed to automatically send relay alert

Improperly transferring received message to relay alert mode

Other

Mounting Failure

Equipment exposed to electromagnetic interference

Non approved type DSC being used

Other

Environmental
Conditions

Lightening

Exposed to water

Other

Unknown

No feedback received on why alert was transmitted

Investigation into cause for activation of alert was inconclusive

Total no. of false
alerts>

Number of causes / frequency >




Model ref. no

Manufacture

Type / description of alerting DSC




REPORT ON ACTIVATION OF FALSE COSPAS-SARSAT ALERTS

Report within: Georgian SRR for year: 2015

Activation

Categories

Sub-total
no.

Causes

Sub total
no.

121.5

MHz

243

MHz

4(

Mishandling / Human
Error

Improper use.

Improper installation

Improper testing and maintenance

Improper disposal (battery installed)

Improper operation procedure

Operator unfamiliar with EPIRB

Other

Technical

Faulty activation switch

Water ingress

Transmitting distress signal while in test position

Other

Mounting

Failure

Strap or bracket failure

Faulty release mechanism

Improper mounting

Other

Environmental

Extreme weather with wash-over

Lightening

Conditions The EPIRB was washed over board
Other
Unknown No feedback received on why EPIRB activated




Investigation into EPIRB activation cause was inconclusive

Total no. of false alerts

Number of causes / frequency >

Model ref. no

Manufacture

Type / description of alerting EPIRB




REPORT ON ACTIVATION OF FALSE INMARSAT ALERTS

Report within: Georgian SRR for year: 2015

Activation

Categories

Sub-total
no.

Causes

Sub total
no.

Mishandling / Human
Error

Improper use.

Improper testing and maintenance

Activated when updating position course and speed

Operator unfamiliar with equipment

Other

Faulty activation switch

Water ingress

Technical
Transmitting distress signal while in test position
Other
Strap or bracket failure

Mounting Faulty release mechanism

Failure Improper mounting

Other

Environmental

Extreme weather with wash-over

Lightening

Conditions Equipment exposed to water
Other
Unknown No feedback received on why Inmarsat alert was activated




Investigation into cause for activation of alert was
inconclusive

Total no. of false alerts

Number of causes / system >

Model ref. no

Manufacture

Type / description of Inmarsat terminal

1. SUMMARY

BULGARIA

SAR STATUS REPORT

This document presents information for all Black Sea countries as operates the MRCC Varna in

emergency situation for the organization of search and rescue operations in the area responsibility of
Republic of Bulgaria, within the littoral area and on the sea, status MRCC Varna as a SAR POINT OF
CONTACT (SPOC) for aircrafts, marine environment pollution responses and the exercises.

2. INTRODUCTION

Bulgaria has ratified the SAR Convention 12™ May 1999 and entered into effect since 1* January

2000.



Bulgaria established its SAR region in accordance with the “International Convention on Maritime
Search and Rescue” (1979) and registered it in the relevant IMO documents and accordingly
undertook to perform all kinds of SAR activities in this area.

Bulgarian Search and Rescue Region (BSARR) is declared in IMO SAR 8/Circ.1/Corr.7, at 20 Dec 2010

The basic acts which regulate SAR and Oil Pollution Response operations are:

15. National SAR Plan — entered into effect since 1* January 2005.
16. National OIL RESPONSE PLAN 2012

17. SOLAS 74 -1994; SOLAS Protocol 88 -2000;

18. MARPOL ANNEX I/1l/ Annex lll/ Annex IV/ Annex V (International Convention for Prevention
of Pollution from Ships) - 1973/1978/1995/2003;

19. International Convention on Civil Liability for Qil Pollution Damage - CLC 69 -1994; CLC PROT
76 -1995; CLC PROT 92 -2001;

20. International Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation
for Qil Pollution Damage (FUND), 2001;

21. OPRC 90 (International Convention on Qil Pollution Preparedness), 1996;

22. International Convention on Salvage 89 -1996;

23. International Convention SAR 79 (Search and Rescue Operation), 1995;

24. Ankara — Agreement on Co-operation Regarding Maritime SAR Services Among Black Sea
Coastal States — 1998.

3. SAR COORDINATION IN THE AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY

The Executive Agency “Maritime Administration” (EAMA) is the central specialized authority
in the field of safety and security of ships, subordinated to the Ministry of Transport of Bulgaria.
EAMA is also the National Competent Authority and is responsible for the co-ordination of search
and rescue activities in accordance with the national search and rescue plan.

In order to meet and apply the requirements of the International Conventions as SOLAS/1974,
SAR/1979, MARPOL 1973/1978, CLC/1992 and OPRC/1990, EAMA has been legally appointed as the
responsible authority to perform the management and mission co-ordination for SAR and Oil
Response activities, as well as the monitoring the vessels traffic within the area under the Bulgarian
responsibility through its MRCC-Varna.

MRCC Varna is connected to the various shipping information systems database and reports all
information regarding port reception facilities, SAR and oil pollution incidents.



MRCC Varna operated on the basis of COSPAS-SARSAT rules and procedures obtained SAR POINT OF
CONTACT (SPOC) status in SAR area of responsibility Bulgaria for SAR, aircrafts, marine environment
pollution responses and the exercises.

4. MARINE ENVIRONMENT POLLUTION RESPONSE AND SAR EXERCISES

1. Oil Response Exercises:
The second Operational Black Sea Delta Regional Exercise held in Constanta, during August 2009,

under the generic name RODELTA 2009, which was developed by the relevant Romanian institutions,
under the coordination of the Romanian Naval Authority, in close cooperation with the Black Sea
Commission, and with the participation of Bulgaria, the Russian Federation, Turkey and Ukraine.

The Third Operational Black Sea Delta Regional Exercise held in Batumi, during September
2011, under the generic name GEODELTA 2011.All aspects related to Search and Rescue
operations were planned by MRCC Georgia according to national procedures. The helicopter
and Bulgarian Coast guard high-speed boats nominated for aerial assessments of spilled area,
ditched on the sea, requesting SAR assistance, MRCC coordinated SAR activities at sea.

The Forth Operational Black Sea Delta Regional Exercise was planned to be conducted in
Bulgaria in September 2014, but later on it was cancelled due to financial reasons.

2. SAR exercises
As usual this year EAMA participated in SAR- episode of Navy exercise “Breeze 2015”. This
episode included Mass Rescue Operation after air crashing in area of VVarna with units of the
Navy, Border Police and Maritime administration, under the coordination of MRCC Varna.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS OR PROPOSED ACTIONS

According limits of SAR-region, up to now days we have signed Bilateral SAR-agreement only with
Turkey.

The All Black Sea Coastal Countries are invited to note the information provided by Bulgaria.
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1. FALSE ALERT STATISTICS ( 01 January 2015 - 20 September 2015)

Category COSPAS- SARSAT VHF DSC MF/HF INMARSAT C TOTAL
(EPIRBs only)

Alerts 3 0 0 1 4

We received and:

- 3 EPIRB alerts OUT of our region of response

- 4 ELT alerts IN our region of response and 3 OUT of it
-1 VHF Ch.70 alert OUT of our SAR region

- 4 DSC MF/HF alerts OUT of our region

- 26 — by Emergency number 112

- 10 - by others phones/GSM



Totally for the period we have received 48 false alerts.

1.1. FALSE ALERT RATES FROM COSPAS-SARSAT: 100 %

406 MHz 121,5& 243 MHz
CATEGORY OFALSE ALERT
EPiRBs ELTs PLBs
Mishandling/ Human Error 1 2 - -
Technical 1 1 - -
Mounting Failure - - -
Environmental Conditions - - -
Unknown 1 1 - -
TOTAL 3 4 - -
2. SAR STATISTIC (01 January 2015 - 20 September 2015):
PERIOD OF DISTRESS TRUE SAR SAVED MISSING FATALITIES
TIME PERSONS PERSONS
SIGNALS ALERTS OPERATIONS
01.01.2015-
30.09.2015 81 38 20 45 5 4

The true alerts includes beach incident in the region to 500m of the shore (90%).







